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Treasures of the Heart
Pastor Jim

In our October sermon series, “Treasures of
the Heart,” we’ll examine what some are call-
ing the “American Nightmare” and how we, as
people of God, can deal with our financial is-
sues and start living more joyful lives.

Increasing consumer debt, declines in savings,
lower income growth, and a volatile stock
market all contribute to our economic insecu-
rity. We live in a society that tells us “you de-
serve it now,” whether or not we can afford it
or even need it.

Treasures of the Heart Topics:

e Affluenza is Killing Us

e Tis a Gift to Be Simple

e Stewardship as a Means of Grace
e  The Gift of Blessing

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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We'll examine what the Bible teaches us about
financial management. We'll get some expert
advice and hear stories about what others
have learned by working through financial chal-
lenges, and we’ll get practical tools we can use
to assess our finances and develop financial
plans with Biblical foundations.

At the conclusion of this emphasis, we’ll have
the opportunity to make personal commit-
ments of our offerings to God in the coming
year. We'll deliver and consecrate these com-
mitments in the worship service on two con-
secutive Sundays.
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Join us in October as we look at how we can better
manage our financial resources and truly experience
simplicity, generosity, and joy.
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| Handbell
Choir

An invitation is
extended to all to join
the Handbell Choir
Sunday evenings from

We are preparing for
upcoming services,
including music for the
Christmas Season.

Contact Richard
Aslanian, Director of
Music Ministries, at
richard.aslanian
@strawbridge-umc.org.

5 to 6 in the Sanctuary.

Youth News

Cardboard City
Every night as many as
15,000 men, women, and
children in Harris County
have no place to call home.
On Sunday, October 9 Atas-
cocita Lutheran Church will
be home to Cardboard City;
a one-night event to raise
money and awareness for
Family Promise of Lake Hou-
ston. This is a community-
wide program that supports
homeless children and their
families on their journey to
self-sufficiency.

Strawbridge D-Teams
(Youth Discipleship Teams)
are invited to participate.
This is a great opportunity
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to be involved in the com-
munity and have fun. .

10/30 - Fall Fest 3-6 p.m.
[1/13 - Hayride at High
Star Christmas Tree
Farm in Hockley. 10 driv-
ers needed.

3/12-17 - Family Ski Trip
Registration deadline is
October 19.

First week in June, All
Youth Mission Trip

Cost is $15 per person plus
each person is asked to raise
$100 in "rent." The event
begins at 3:30 p.m. October
9 and ends at 7 a.m. Octo-
ber 10 (Columbus Day). .

Upcoming Youth Events

e 10/9 - No MYF, Card-
board City

* 10/16 - All Youth Mission
Trip Q & A for parents,
students, and volunteers.

* 10/23 - District Youth
Event at Conroe UMC
(Our Youth Praise Band
will play.) 6-8 Drivers
needed.

Contact Scott Jag at
scott.jag@strawbridge-
umc.org or 281-360-4500 to
learn more about student
ministries at SUMC.

. \
pake for m‘“‘sm],.-

Seasons the Heart

Seasons of the Heart Craft Bazaar

Saturday, November 5, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Strawbridge Activity Center

Vendor Booths are available now for $50.
Now accepting items and services for silent auctions.
Contact Sandy Telljohann
at 281-361-4904, or Kay Burleson at
gkburleson@suddenlink.net

or 281-358-8208.

Tour the New Saint Martha
Catholic Church
Tuesday, October 18

Our friends at St. Martha Roman Catholic
Church have a new facility at
4301 Woodridge Parkway Porter, Texas
and they are offering a private guided tour for
Strawbridge members and friends.
The tour will take approximately one hour.

We will depart Strawbridge at 9:40 a.m. or you
may simply meet us in the parking lot at St.
Martha’s at 10 a.m. Register by calling the

church office at 281-360-4500, or e-mail Trish

King at trish.king@strawbridge-umc.org.
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September Mission Focus—Family Time

October is National Domes-
tic Violence Awareness
month, but it’s only one rea-
son why our mission focus is
Family Time. Family Time is a
private, non-profit crisis and
counseling center located in
Humble. Last year they pro-
vided almost 2,000 counseling
sessions free of charge, and
they provided 709 victims of
domestic violence with emer-
gency shelter. Together with
Humble Area Assistance Min-
istries (HAAM), the Mission,
and Family Promise of Lake
Houston, they provide Straw-
bridge with the means to
leverage our resources best

to serve those in need with
professional help.

Family Time’s Mission
To provide an outreach pro-
gram and accessible services
to families and individuals in
crisis  through counseling,
crisis intervention, infor-
mation and referral, and shel-
ter.

Family Time Provides
*  Free counseling and sup-
port groups for victims
of abuse.
* A 24-hour crisis helpline.
*  "The Door," an emergency
shelter for battered

Finance Committee Update

As you may be aware, Straw-
bridge is operating under a
rather limited budget this year
due to economic conditions.
Year-to-date offerings
through August are approxi-
mately $26,000 or 3.3 percent
less than the amount that was
pledged and budgeted. Lower
than normal July and August
giving has greatly contributed
to this shortfall. However,
year-to-date program and
church operating expenses for
2011 continue to be well
managed with expenses slight-
ly less than projections.

We believe our Lord has im-
portant work for us to do
through Strawbridge, so we
ask you to prayerfully consid-
er helping to support this
work.

What You Can Do
Please try to stay or become
current on your pledge. If you
are able to make catch up
offerings, this would greatly
help the church meet its

budgeted ministry needs. If
you have questions about the
status of your 2011 pledge,
contact Ann Bryan at,
ann.bryan@strawbridge-
umc.org or 281-360-4500.

Also, prayerfully consider
second mile giving to support
the recent Activity Center
upgrade. Improvements to the
Activity Center were neces-
sary to restore || a.m. tradi-
tional worship to the Sanctu-
ary while providing a space for
high-quality and dynamic con-
temporary worship. We are
very encouraged that this ini-
tiative has already been 40
percent funded through gen-
erous gifts totaling $24,000.
Our goal is to completely
fund this undertaking in 201 I.

Thank you for your continued
and faithful financial support.

On behalf of the Finance
Committee,

Doug Bugner

Finance Chair - 201 |

women and their chil-
dren.

Hospital accompaniment
for sexual assault victims
provided by trained ad-
vocates.

Trained staff to provide
legal advocacy about is-
sues stemming from
abuse.

Professional counseling at

affordable rates for non-
victim issues.

Parenting education and
anger management clas-
ses.

Most services are also
available in Spanish.
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Last year, Family Time
provided 709 victims of
domestic  violence  with
emergency shelter.

Every year first graders are presented with their very own Bibles.
Craig and Margie Freeman helped present Bibles in August.
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Maua Methodist Hospital's
new x-ray machine sur-
rounded by the work team
from St. Luke’s.

Kelly Olsakovsky and her
daughter, Sarah, joined
SUMC on September 18.
Welcome Kelly and Sarah!

[
January 13-15, 2012

Y SUMC
women’
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From Our Missionaries in Kenya, The Savutos

9 September 201 |
Dearest Friends and Family,

“We know that God is always

at work for the good of every-

one who loves him.”
—Romans 8:28

Our |lth team was here
from 27 August — 3 Septem-
ber. Susan Silvas led her
team of 10 from St. Luke’s
UMC in Houston. St. Luke’s
UMC did a Christmas offer-
ing in 2010 that raised all the
money for the purchase of
our new x-ray machine. Like
all our teams they were a
great group of people that
were bound together by the
Holy Spirit and their joy,
flexibility, talents, smiles, and
kindness were appreciated
and enjoyed by all. They
completed painting our Sur-
gical Unit, worked on the
staff flats and built an AIDS
Orphan’s Home.

Another team will arrive on
|7 September from St. Ste-
phen’s UMC and Christ
UMC in Albuquerque. This
has been the most amazing
and wondrous team year
ever.

While the team from Betha-
ny UMC of Austin, Texas
was here, Gus Browning

told us a story about how
our broken water well pump
a few years ago, a very bad
thing, resulted in a very
good thing. When Bethany
UMC learned of the prob-
lem they included the Hospi-
tal in their Christmas and
Easter offerings, sent a team,
and forged a wonderful per-
sonal relationship with the
hospital.

Many things that start off
poorly are ultimately used
for good by our most merci-
ful and gracious God. |
thought you might enjoy a
story from way back!

In 2000 we had one of the
worst droughts Kenya had
experienced. In April 2000 a
tree fell on our water intake
tank and for three days we
didn’t have any water in the
hospital. | happened to be
working on the Pediatric
Ward at the time and wrote
the following e-mail.

“To better understand what
no water means to a hospi-
tal | will take you with me to
the pediatric unit to make
beds. For 72 babies sleeping
on approximately 54 beds
there are |9 clean sheets
(you can't wash sheets with-
out water). Every bed in the
unit is soaking wet with

urine and many with diar-
rhea. They are especially wet
because there has been no
water for the mothers to
wash the blanket or wrap
that the baby has been cov-
ered with for 24 or 48 or 72
hours.

The mothers and children
old enough to eat solid food
receive food, tea, and por-
ridge from our kitchen. They
have to bring their own cup
and plates and keep them
clean. But how do they keep
them clean with no water to
wash them? Sheets, furni-
ture, floors—everything is
covered in filth and slime
with no water to clean it.

There are toilets for the
mothers but with no water
to flush them and with 72
mothers using them, well, |
will leave that to your own
imagination.

Ah water! Cool, clear, clean
water. Warm, muddy, dirty
water. Water! Tonight as
you shower, wash your
hands, flush the commode,
wash your dishes or clothes
please remember to pray for
us and so much of the world
that lives with too little wa-
ter, especially the cool,
clear, clean kind.”

(Continued on page 5)

At Camp Allen in Navasota.

Featuring guest speaker, Mindy Ferguson of
Fruitful Word Ministries.

Join the SUMC Ladies Retreat Facebook group.

Contact

Cheryl Burnett at cheryldburnett@hotmail.com.
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From Our Missionaries in Kenya

(Continued from page 4)

At that time the hospital had
no well. All our water came
from the Mboone Riv-
er. After reading about the
drought two churches, Plym-
outh Park UMC, Irving, Texas
and First UMC in Dumas,
Texas raised over $20,000
and sent it to us immediate-
ly. That money provided for
rehabilitation of an old well,
the purchase of a pump, and
a 24,000 gallon water
tank. The rehabilitation of the
well was completed two days
before the Mbonne River
went completely dry.

We had a mission work team
at the hospital with oil engi-
neers and they laid pipe to
our water tank so we would
have water. We now have
two wells as Chapelwood
UMC in Houston, Texas had
another well dug. What |
experienced in those days in
the Pediatric Ward was mis-
erable but what incredible
things God brought to us
from that experience and
what a difference they have
made to Maua Methodist
Hospital and this community
for the last || years. When
we have a drought we are

the only place in town giving
water to the town people at
two locations around the
hospital. God turning bad
into good is a frequent hap-
pening in MMH!

Over the last several weeks
Maua Methodist Hospital and
the Lion’s Club of Maua have
been collecting food, clothing
and money to take to a near-
by area that is experiencing
starvation due to the
drought. Between the hospi-
tal and the Lion’s Club over
$800 was raised which has
been used by a team to pur-
chase maize, beans, and other
staples. Today a group went
to deliver the food and cloth-

ing.

What an opportunity we all
have to reach around the cor-
ner and around the world in
the name of Jesus Christ .

| realize that many of you
who are reading this are also
dealing with a record break-
ing drought, triple digit tem-
peratures, and grass and
home fires. What an oppor-

tunity we all have to reach
around the corner and
around the world in the
name of Jesus Christ to help
those who are hungry and

thirsty, provide encourage- :

ment, support, work teams
and financial aid to those who
have lost land, animals and
homes and to provide hope
and love to the least of these
in Southwest USA and East
Africa.

Rather than despair let’s
trust that God can use and
multiply whatever we give
and do for the least of these
which will provide “strength
for today and great hope for
tomorrow” for all of us—the
givers and the receivers.

Great is Thy faithfulness,

Jerri and Bill Savuto
Maua Methodist Hospital
P.O. Box 63 — 60600
Maua, Igembe South
Kenya, East Africa
0728451643

"I have held many things in my
hands, and | have lost them all;
but whatever | have placed in
God's hands, that | still pos-
sess."

—Martin Luther

Three water tanks. The
largest is the 24,000 gallon
tank.

Methodist Youth
Fellowship (MYF)

MYF is for all youth who
are in Jr. and Sr. High. We
meet Sunday eve-
nings from 5 to 6:30. This
is our time of faith, fellow-
ship, and fun! A time for
youth to come have fun
together and become clos-
er to God and one another.

S Fall Fesb-4-An, ¢,

Ocﬂober 2. 3 - B p.am.

Brlng your friends to SUMC and enjoy food,

games, trunk-or-treating, a costume

a parade, face painting, cake walks, and more!

\9\«“/
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Prayer Requests To honor the need for privacy
regarding medical information, it is

Sympathy to: necessary to list first names only for

Bill and Kathy Drees and family on the death of Kathy's father, Larry Moran some of our friends and family.

Bob and LaNell Anderson and family on the death of LaNell's cousin, Jennifer Huie

Marilyn Johnson and family on the death of her father

For our family and friends who are experiencing illness or injury:

Bill Elston; Fred Keller (friend of Amelia Keel and Esther Jones); Hildy Bubier (friend of Andrea Lee); Eric Pfeiffer; Carolyn Davis (wife of Dr. Jim Davis, Senior Pastor of

First Presbyterian, Kingwood); Kevin liges (neighbor of Bill and Beth Chenault); Jack Johnson; Greg Carscallen (friend of Bill and Jerry Morgan); Mary Buckalo; Stephanie

Myles; Inman Vaughn (Beth Chenault’s Dad); Caleb Elston (grandson of Bill and Darlene Elston); Bill Miller (Sandy Telljohann’s dad); Patricia Miller (mother of Martha

Paradysz); Helen Meley; Carolyn Treynor; Mike Harris; Thomas Joseph Stanton

For our military family and friends who are deployed overseas:

Timothy Bonnoitt (Kaytee Fuller's fiancé); Danny Braud (Kim Kollehner’s fiancé); Matt Lennon (son of co-worker of Marsha Johnson); Spencer Brady (friend of the

Capaletti family); Heather Lane; Lance Stephens

For our family and friends who are living with cancer:

Don (Nola Ostrowski's father) Meagan (Jennifer Cargill’s sister-in-law’s mother)

Gene (friend of Sandra Plilar) Charlie (3-year-old cousin of the Drees Family)

Christian (son of Coach Holley) Peggy (Sam Ellington’s sister)

Gayle (friend of Amelia Keel) Howard (brother of Carolyn Treynor)

Doug (friend of Ann Bryan) Jeane (Laurel Erickson’s grandmother)

June (Ann Bryan’s aunt) Ward (Sky Cheney’s father)

Amy (Rick and Ann Bryan’s niece) Vivian (friend of Theresa Snyder)

Cade (| 3-year-old friend of Ann Bryan’s daughter’s family) Carol (friend of Paul and Brenda Hulse)

Mark (friend of Corena Lipstreuer); Maria and Lori (friends of Laurie Zalewski)

Donald (uncle of David Vannauker) Heather (friend of the Ahmanns)

Leo (friend of Linda Bell) Frank (Erin Robbins’ grandfather)

Linda (grandmother of Elisha James) David (friend of Bill Chenault)

Pete (grandfather of Elisha James) Beth (sister of Bill Chenault)

Ines and Rosalyn (co-workers of Elisha James) Jim (Gary Williams’ stepfather)

Dale (friend of Elisha James) Marge, Lucy, and Mr. Miller (friends of John Barnett)

Donna (friend of Crystale Strange) Debbie (cousin of Linda Barnett)

Tommy (step-father of Laura Ross) Hazel (mother of a friend of John Barnett)

Debra (co-worker of Halina Duncan) Martha (mother of George and Carolyn Reed)

Arda (Pam Smith’s mother) Debbie (cousin of Linda Bell)

Matt (teammate of Cody Smith) Keith (friend of Layne Smith)

Joel Sean (friend of Lauren Llewellyn)

Debbie (friend of Pat Chandler) Richard (Barbara Stream’s cousin)

Sam (father of Sindi Sonnier) Wanda (friend of Pat Flinn)

Jeanette (friend of Jan and Freddie Black) Tom (Doug Henry's father)

Joyce (friend of Kelsey Belflower) Mary and Andrea (friends of Marsha and Frank Johnson)

Lucy (3-year-old daughter of a friend of David Bornstein) Matt (Layne Smith’s nephew)

Anne (friend of Jennifer Cargill) Ron (friend of Carolyn Ruth)

Thank You For Saving Lives

We had a very successful blood drive on August |4 with enough donations to save the lives of 100 patients in our community!
DONORS

Judy Brown Edward Gens Kyle Marvin Rebecca Thorpe
Gary Burger Todd Hall Bill McMahon Barry Vannauker

Ed Campbell Mary Johnson Cindy Rasch Catherine Wright

Debra Cuda Carol Kollehner Kathy Reedy

Mark Cuda Aaron Kurtz Charles Rollo

Alicia Dilorenzo Ryan Kurtz John Slaughter Our next blood drive will be

Kay Burleson Stacy Jagodzinske Emily Pinkston Peter Vannauker o

Sunday, December 4.
Thank you for your commit-
ment to saving lives.

Steve Freeman Chris Lallier Sandy Telljohann
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A Spiritual Sanctuary in a Hectic World

October 15

November

September Attendance

Sunday, September 4 Sunday, September 11
8:30 84 8:30 87

11:00 204 11:00 229

11:00 Chapel 30 Sunday School 201

Sunday School 181

8:30 95
11:00 100

Sunday, September 18

11:00 Crossroads 190

Sunday School 209

Sunday, September 25
8:30 98

11:00 100

11:00 Crossroads 179
Sunday School 223

October Birthdays

10/1 Cindy Rasch 10/11
10/1 Christian Davis 10/11
10/2 Alexander Suarez 10/11
10/2 Lori Tierney 10/11
10/2 Erin Harrison 10/12
10/2 Stacy Jagodzinske 10/12
10/3 Steve Champion 10/12
10/3 David Price 10/12
10/3 Martha Paradysz 10/13
10/5 John Paradysz 10/13
10/5 Christina Marshall 10/14
10/5 Carley Liebst 10/14
10/5 Kristen Genter 10/14
10/5 Chardonnay Phelan 10/15
10/5 Tom Stream 10/16
10/5 Kathryn Alexander 10/16
10/5 Brett Lee 10/16
10/6 Kay Burleson 10/16
10/6 Richard Vannauker 10/17
10/6 David Sommer 10/17
10/7 Clayton Marshall 10/17
10/7 Gwenn Caldwell 10/18
10/7 Ashley Rollo 10/18
10/7 Jake Pinkston 10/18
10/8 Peter May 10/18
10/8 Connie Belk 10/19
10/8 Michael Stroud 10/19
10/9 Audrey Gardner 10/20
10/9 Claire Ardoin 10/20
10/9 Tom Chandler 10/20
10/10  Lisa Swank 10/20
10/10  Maddie Ross 10/21
10/11  Lee Kidd 10/21
10/11  Lexi Clidienst 10/22

Ryan Hensley
Joseph Szeplaki
Daniel Tatarzyn
Nathan Kortus
Garry Musy
Brian Blakemore
Lauren Worzel
David Campbell
Robert Anderson
Sean McLallen
Hannah Dove
Adam Bauserman
Andy McMahon
Bill Elston
Hunter Leahy
Kyle Welborn
Lee Danner
Linda Knight
Sarah Hoener
Michael Szeplaki
Jill Henderson
Angela Morisette
Kimberly Hurlbert
Corie Vittitow
Rachel Duncan
Randy Kortus
Marlee Magee
Stefani Claros
Anna Larson
Jennifer Schmidt
Annie Price
Craig Freeman
Brayden Carroll
Paige Stroud

10/22
10/22
10/22
10/22
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/24
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/25
10/26
10/26
10727
10/28
10/28
10/28
10/29
10/29
10/29
10/29
10/30
10/30
10/30
10/30
10/30
10/31
10/31
10/31
10/31
10/31

Jennifer Yoder
Christopher Yoder
Josh Allen

Kristen Deerhake
Michael Cargill
Kitty Houser
James Slaughter
Anne Van Dyke
Ellen Turnell
Jazmin Villegas
Michael Thrash
Lindsey Ott

Dan Herink

Liz Cepeda

Alex Averill
Meagan Roy
James Livesay
Lindsay Plilar
Rose Burnett
Jason Welborn
Chris Vick

Gabby Rendon
Damian Bornstein
Jan Boatman
Claire Livesay
Sophie Webb
Cameron Bright
Jennifer Neidinger
Jennifer Goens
Jerry Hoose
Sharon Flood
Hannah Burnett
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